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This is my fourth session in Olympia serving you.  I am excited and humbled 
that you chose me to represent you.  This year is the short, 60-day session.  
I am working under intense pressure to see my bills through the legislative 
process.  I appreciated receiving your ideas and feedback during the interim 
on bills I should sponsor.

This year, I continue to work on education, state budget and government 
accountability issues.  I am proud that a host of my bills this session re-
ceived bipartisan sponsorship, including proposals:

on background checks for unlicensed child care providers (HB 2483);

relating to the partisan primary ballot (HB 2484); 

adding more remediation programs for high school students (HB 2489);

on management of information technology projects (HB 2601); and 

on school district levies (HB 2812).

You can follow the progress of my bills by visiting www.leg.wa.gov/billinfo.

In addition to passing bills, the Legislature will also approve a supplemental 
budget that allows us to address critical items this year that cannot wait 
until the 2007 session.  

Unexpectedly, we have a surplus of $1.4 billion as a result of the hot hous-
ing market.  Much of this is not sustainable revenue.  I will strongly advo-
cate saving a large portion to address future cost increases, emergencies 
and pension obligations.  We should make limited, targeted investments in 
summer school and other remediation options.

Thank you again for the opportunity to represent you in state government.  
If you would like to receive my e-newsletter, please sign-up on my website: 
http://hdc.leg.wa.gov/members/hunter.  I look forward to hearing from you 
soon.

Ross Hunter
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Education
Washington Learns  
Interim Report
Last summer, I was appointed to the 
K-12 Education Advisory Committee for 
Washington Learns, a bipartisan panel of 
experts in education, to develop strategies to reform early learning, 
K-12 and higher education.  In November, an interim report was 
released that detailed recommendations for the 2006 legislative ses-
sion to improve early learning programs and provide extra help for 
high school students to meet graduation standards.  The final Wash-
ington Learns report will be issued in the fall and present substantial 
changes across the board to transform our education system.  You 
can read these reports and monitor our progress by visiting www.
washingtonlearns.wa.gov.

Early Learning
Numerous studies emphasize the importance of early learning ex-
periences from birth to age five, a period where 90 percent of brain 
development occurs.  Currently, our state lacks a cohesive early 
learning system to help our children take advantage of this opportu-
nity.  Our state is long-overdue and behind other states in coordinat-
ing early learning efforts.

A half-dozen early learning, child 
care and preschool programs are 
scattered among many state agen-
cies, including the Department of 
Social and Health Services, and 
would benefit from the clarity of 
one department with a clear mis-
sion.  To consolidate these func-

tions, I support the creation of a Department of Early Learning.  

Backing this proposal are several organizations in the community 
and nation that will require increasingly skilled workers in the fu-
ture—Boeing, Lockheed, and Talaris Research Institute.  In conjunc-
tion with the Gates Foundation, these organizations will create a 
public-private partnership to jumpstart opportunities for early learn-
ing in this state.  The goal is to ensure every child has a foundation 
for success when they start kindergarten.

High School Graduation 
Requirements
I am determined to follow through on a 
mission we began over 10 years ago to re-
form our education system in response to 
the economic and technological changes 
occurring in society and the workplace.  
Over several years, teachers, parents and 
business people met to define essential 
academic learning requirements in areas 
such as reading, writing, math, science and 
other subjects that were used to develop 
the Washington Assessment of Student 
Learning (WASL).

This session, the biggest education issue we face is the effect of 
the graduation requirements we approved for the class of 2008.  In 
a few short months sophomores will take the test with the under-
standing that they must pass the reading, writing and math sections 
in order to graduate. 

Since we embarked on this path toward education reform, our 
schools have responded with vast improvements, especially at the 
elementary grade levels.  The Legislature has also responded by mak-
ing adjustments to the WASL to reduce the high-stakes mentality of 
the test by allowing up to 4 retakes and banking of test scores.

Fairness, Justice and Hope
We face several pressing challenges that have caused some people 
and groups to call for a delay in the graduation requirement in 2008.  
Last year, only 47% of tenth graders passed all three sections of the 

test, with math the most missed subject.  We are 
particularly concerned that the passing rate of 
low-income children and those with African Amer-
ican, Hispanic and Native American backgrounds 
lagged behind white students significantly.

I believe we should retain our requirements for 
now because abandoning high standards will 
do a disservice to children by allowing them to 
graduate without a minimum level of compe-

tence in core subjects.  Students will need adequate skills to achieve 
some level of postsecondary education to earn a livable wage and 
succeed in the new knowledge-based economy.

To ensure that all students have an 
opportunity to succeed, we must provide:

Fairness by making sure we do not just depend on a single test.  
This session, the Legislature will approve an alternative test that 
will let students demonstrate proficiency in another way.  We 
should also create an appeals process to account for statistically 
improbable scenarios.

Justice so every child has the opportunity to meet standards.  I 
introduced HB 2489 to require school districts to provide extra 
learning opportunities such as after-school tutoring, Saturday 
class and summer school; and

Hope for students who are discouraged because they are far 
enough behind in school it is not reasonable to expect them to 
meet existing standards by the end of the 12th grade.  We should 
reward perseverance to stay in school by offering them a chance 
to finish their high school requirements in community college.

Education Funding
I am working on a number of bills to fine-tune education funding for this 
session.  I expect substantial changes will happen as a result of Wash-
ington Learns, but incremental changes need to be made this year.

Levy Rollbacks
In 2004, we passed a bill that protected districts when they used 
current law at the time to define the size of a levy and the voters 
approved the levy.  If subsequent changes to state funding reduced 
the amount the district was allowed to collect, they had to roll the 
money back.  We put a stop to this practice for 3 years.  This year, we 
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are hoping to extend the expiration of the bill – a critical change to 
retain funding for our schools.

Regional Cost of Living Adjustments
The cost of living is significantly different in Bellevue or Redmond 
than it is in Omak, yet teachers are paid the same.  I will continue to 
work on a county-wide option for local voters to improve this situ-
ation.  This change will help our schools retain and attract quality 
teachers.

Supplemental Budget
This year we have an unexpected sur-
plus from the booming housing mar-
ket that has amounted to about $1.4 
billion.  As a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, I have 
warned my colleagues in the Legisla-
ture about endorsing a blank check 
due to the uncertain economic outlook and rising costs expected for 
the next biennial budget.

This 60-day legislative session will be an exercise of fiscal restraint 
and conservative spending on critical areas.  A large portion of the 
surplus will go to savings accounts for pensions and future emer-
gencies.  A small part of the surplus will be used to address critical 
needs this year.

The Governor has released a budget 
proposal that the Legislature will use as a 
guideline.  Highlights include funding for:

high school remediation options I addressed earlier;

a small investment to begin mentoring programs based on the 
successful Franklin Pierce model;

the creation of a Department of Early Learning;

funds to improve staff levels for child abuse and neglect pro-
grams; and

additional funds to complete the OMNI system, which I discuss 
below.

Government 
Accountability
During the summer, I was elected chair of the 
Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee 
(JLARC).  This bipartisan work group conducts 
performance audits of state agencies and pro-
grams and has a track record of saving taxpay-
ers about $500 million since 1990.

This session, I am sponsoring HB 2601 with Rep. Glenn Anderson 
(R-Fall City), to increase accountability on state information technol-
ogy projects.  This bill is based on a JLARC study that arose to cor-
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rect mistakes that occurred on the Offender Management Network 
Information (OMNI) system, a project to replace an outdated system 
that handles crucial tracking of prisoners and parolees.

As in planning any extensive project, clear requirements and objec-
tives are necessary for successful completion.  The OMNI project 
was changed mid-course, and the result was similar to changing the 
specifications for a ferry after it had been nearly completed.  As a 
result, OMNI is six years overdue and over budget.

HB 2601 proposes the following reforms:
mandate a fiscal note evaluating the costs and operational im-
pact of all information technology projects;

require a statewide assessment of all ongoing projects with 
estimated costs; and

call for the state to develop a six-year strategic plan to identify 
the most pressing projects.

The goal is to prevent software projects from spiraling out of control 
and wasting taxpayer dollars.

Election Reform
Last year, we passed legislation to address 
voting problems associated with ineligible 
felons, incorrect death records and voting 
in multiple counties.  The House took an 
additional step to shore up our election 
process by moving the primary to an earlier 
date, but the Senate failed to approve this action.

The 2005 primary election for King County Sheriff realized concerns 
I have about the short time span between the September primary 
and November general election.  The votes separating the number 
two and three candidates came within a closer margin than the 
governor’s race in 2004.

With the general election only weeks away, the candidates agreed 
to forgo the full recount process under state law to determine who 
would face the incumbent sheriff in November.  This avoided a seri-
ous concern I have about the county’s ability to send ballots to our 
young men and women serving overseas in the military.  Had the 
primary race been hotly contested over several weeks, our military 
personnel would not have had their voices heard.  I hope to prevent 
this from ever occurring by seeking an earlier primary date.

Background Checks
I am sponsoring HB 2483, a proposal to require the Children’s Ad-
ministration to conduct extensive background checks on any unli-
censed child care workers employed by the state.  At this time, only 
criminal background checks are conducted, which generally uncover 
criminal conviction histories.  This bill adds additional safeguards by 
requiring any history of child abuse to be reported and disqualify 
those who should not care for children.
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My long-term objective is to create a central clearinghouse to obtain 
electronic fingerprint checks from the FBI’s database to allow for an 
extensive search against known criminals.  This system would be a 
seamless and transparent process for community groups and state 
agencies to obtain a thorough background check to protect our kids.  
This process must be flexible enough to allow a person who wants to 
coach their child’s soccer team to undergo a background check and 
receive the results in a timely manner.

The goal is to catch dangerous people before they come in contact 
with our kids and reform the background checks process at the 
Department of Social and Health Services.

Transportation Victory
Our region’s support of 
the Legislature’s 2005 
transportation plan in 
November enabled many 
important safety and 
congestion relief projects 
to move on to the next stage.  This session, we will work to put the 
second funding component, the Regional Transportation Investment 
District (RTID), and Sound Transit Phase 2 on the 2006 ballot.  We 
must carefully craft an RTID proposal that is flexible and fair to re-
ceive support from the public.

RTID will allow us to complete crucial projects in King, Pierce and 
Snohomish counties, while Sound Transit Phase 2 will expand our 
regional transit network to meet long-term growth.  Passage of these 
two ballot measures will help provide clarity on our road and transit 
options for the future.

Student Advisory Council
In the fall, I formed a student advisory council to en-
able students to participate in the legislative process 
and discuss issues that will impact their generation.  
Seven students were selected and met last month at 
the inaugural meeting.  

During the second week of the Legislative ses-
sion, I invited the council to Olympia and took 
them on a personal tour of the state Capitol.  They 
witnessed public testimony during a House Edu-
cation Committee hearing and saw first-hand 
how lobbyists seek support from lawmakers.   
I hope this experience will encourage them to pursue 
careers in public policy and stay active in the com-
munity.
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